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showing considerable skill in the? use of parliamentary forms. Lord Reading's viceroyalty (1921-26) was occupied in dealing with these phases, and he so handled them that it passed without the serious trouble that had been expected at the beginning of this period. He had shown conciliation whenever possible, but had dealt firmly with the murderous conspiracies which then, as later, defaced Indian politics. In 1929 the Simon Commission went out to India and after two visits presented the monumental report which provided the material for the Round-Table Conference and the Joint-Committee of Parliament appointed to deal with the question of Indian reform.
Such is the background against which the modern probleip. of Indian government has to be considered. The profound changes which have come over the East since the war are not easily realized by those whose experience belongs to the previous years, but in general it may be said that the spectacle of Europe in convulsions had largely shattered the faith of Eastern man in the virtues of Western civilization, and that the wide advertisement given to the idea of self-determination as one of the objects of the war had caught his imagination. That they were as good as Europeans and as much entitled as Europeans to govern themselves became now the creed of multitudes in the East. In India, Gandhi succeeded by his religious and emotional appeals in spreading politics from the small literate class to the masses of villagers, and the Amritsar tragedy played powerfully into his hands in that effort. But he had promising material to work upon, for, when the war ended, the old spirit of submission to patriarchal government by efficient rulers from the "West was rapidly waning and giving place to a widespread discontent with alien rule.
India, like Ireland and Egypt, raises the question of conciliation or coercion, but in an exceptionally difficult form. Imlia is not one race or one nation, but many races and many nations, and so far as she has unity, that unity has been imposed upon her during the chief part of her history by alien rulers. How she can remain united and be protected from foreign invaders without British rule is a question which is as yet without an answer, and how that rule can be made tolerable to the Indian people and not too burdensome to the British is a question which it is very difficult to answer. Suppression is
